
BIG WATER
About the book...
Inspired by the true story of one of the worst 
shipwrecks in the history of the Great Lakes, 
Big Water is a tale of survival, loss and love. 
When the passenger boat they are on sinks in 
a terrible fall storm, two 17-year-olds �nd 
themselves the only survivors. Adrift in a 
lifeboat full of corpses, Christina and Daniel 
must �nd a way to help one another if they 
both want to live.

Summer Reading!
This summer, we invite students of all grade levels at PHS to join us in reading Big 
Water by Andrea Curtis. This novel is available to all PHS students and sta� as an 
unlimited user eBook in the Destiny Library Catalog.  We encourage all students 
and faculty to read this text in order to allow for cross-curricular conversations in 
the fall and to continue to promote literacy during the summer months.

In order to participate, please read the text and complete one of the projects
above by Wednesday, September 8th.  Submit your project to Mrs. Meltzer 
via Schoology message in person in the library. All participants will be 
invited to an after-school summer reading celebration in the library on 
Wednesday September 15th, 2021. 

1. Create a soundtrack for text. Choose 7-10 songs that you would pair with the novel and explain how each  
 song selection �ts with a particular event in the text.

2. Create a written or video review of the novel, celebrating the author’s strengths in achieving her purpose  
 and providing thoughtful suggestions for improvement.

3. Compose an interview with a selected character. Craft 10 questions to ask this character and write 
 responses based on your understand of the character.

4. Create a “story box” for the text that you �ll with objects that have symbolic meaning to the text as a    
 whole. Label each object with an explanation of signi�cance.

5. Create a digital newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in another,  
 do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another. Include an editorial and a 
 collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story.

6. Compose an original sequel to the story while maintaining the author’s style. 
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